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what’s new at hq?

we’ve hired!  
meet our new community manager , Ryan voon

The GLOBE Series recognized the legacy of Peter 
MacConnachie as a collaborator and bridge-builder in 
Canadian sustainability, awarding Meredith Adler, our 

Executive Director and Linda Coady, Chief Sustainability 
Officer at Enbridge with the 

2018 Peter MacConnachie Collaboration Award

student energy executive director, meredith adler, 
has been invited to sit on the advisory board of the 
canadian electricity association (cea) 

we’ve welcomed our new administration lead, 
shakti ramkumar, to the student energy global family 



The first half of 2018 has been a great one! 
Thanks to new partners we have been able to 
take on new staff to support our students and programs, and, I must say, the results 
have been fantastic. In the pages below you will see how our Chapter program has 
more than doubled its size. Our special Canadian chapter expansion project is going 
great with new chapters in Quebec, Manitoba, British Columbia to collaborate with 
our existing bases in Ontario and Alberta. Across the globe, chapters have engaged 
thousands of young people and are making waves in their communities.

We’ve also been busy working to create space for youth in places where youth 
innovation can accelerate the energy transition through working with the Global 
Green Growth Institute on Greenpreneurs, NRCAN on Canada’s G7 Presidency, and 
GLOBE Series. To top it all off, we’ve just launched the 2019 International Student 
Energy Summit with the winning student team from Imperial College London, and 
are gearing up for the next edition of the Energy Literacy Platform.

Thank you for working with Student Energy to power the future.

Meredith Adler
Executive Director

From the executive director

the global green growth institute 
and youth climate lab

greenpreneurs

on the radar:

Student Energy is excited to announce a brand-new initiative launched in partnership 
with the Global Green Growth Institute and Youth Climate Lab: Greenpreneurs. 



Harnessing youth innovation
2018 globe series

Greenpreneurs is a four-month global competition open to youth between the ages of 
17 and 35. Youth can submit their business proposals for solutions that positively impact 
the future of sustainable energy; water and sanitation; sustainable landscapes; and 
green city development. Selected teams are taken through a 10-week entrepreneurship 
program to support their development of a viable business plan, and compete for 
small-scale seed funding, conference bursaries, and more.

These priority themes reflect the urgent issues impeding growth in developing countries 
in the context of green growth, climate change, and Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The competition’s  broad scope is intended to  ensure maximum inclusion of 
creative and innovative ideas from around the world.

Greenpreneurs is an opportunity for youth to connect globally, facilitate knowledge 
sharing, and receive the support and idea validation to take their ideas from conversation 
to tangible impact. The program kicked off July 2018.

Student Energy Board of Director Rosie Pidcock asking 
the hard questions at a GLOBE Series panel 

At this years’ monumental GLOBE Series in 
Vancouver, BC, Student Energy had an active role 
promoting the role of youth in sustainable business.

The biennial GLOBE Series, organized by Delphi 
Group, brings together 2000+ individuals from 
the business, government, non-profit, and 
startup community to collaborate for the role of 
sustianability in industry. 

Student Energy ran the panel “Harnessing Youth Innovation”, which included Elena 
Foukes, Co-founder and Managing Partner at Treviso Partners; Robert Kirstiuk, CEO at 
Coastline Market; Kelcie Miller-Anderson, Founder of MycoRemedy; Veronika Bylicki, co-
Founder and co-Director of CityHive Vancouver and Meredith Adler, Executive Director 
of Student Energy as moderator. The panel discussed best practices to make youth 
engagement a focus in policy development and technology initiatives, and how we can 
empower and support the next generation of sustainability and innovation leaders. 

To kick-off the panel, Student Energy Executive Director Meredith Adler interviewed 
Ryan Holmes, CEO at Hootsuite Inc. 



Canada’s g7 Consultation

Student Energy ran and moderated an inspiring panel of young entrepreneurs and climate leaders: “Harnessing Youth 
Innovation”

Student Energy had 
productive meetings with 
members of the Canadian 
and global business 
community to discuss how 
youth can be included and 
leveraged for the future of 
sustainable business. 

In early 2018 Student Energy worked with Natural Resources Canada to contribute youth 
perspectives to Canada’s presidency of the G7. A series of activities promoted the G7 themes 
and gathered feedback from participants, including Student Energy at Carleton University’s  
‘Women in Energy’ event, Student Energy’s gamified ‘Shaping the Energy Transition’ 
workshop at Leading Change conference, and digital outreach to Student Energy’s 50K+ 
global network. 

Energy leaders discuss technology’s role in 
accelerating the clean energy economy 

GLOBE Series has launched a six-part content program, “Echoes of the Forum”, which 
provides exclusive videos, interviews, and key takeaways and actions from its world-
leading sustainable business event – GLOBE Forum. The first installation focuses on 
“Energy and Technology”, and features the International Energy Agency and Bloomberg 
New Energy Finance. View content here.

check out this year’s globe output:

women in energy
In March 2018, Student Energy at Carleton University organized and hosted a “Women in 
Energy” panel discussion and working session. The panel, which included six women at 
various career stages in the energy industry, discussed ways to advance gender equality 
in the energy sector (and STEM more broadly), in line with Canada’s G7 focus on women’s 
empowerment. Emphasis was on ways in which greater participation of women in the field 
of energy will help to fulfill goals around fighting climate change, investing in clean energy 
and developing and deploying new innovative technologies.



in partnership with pollution probe
transportation 101

Watch a snapshot of the workshop here.

Student Energy is excited to announce 
a new addition to the Energy 
Literacy Platform: Transportation 
101. Student Energy has had a 
great relationship with Pollution 
Probe for many years and this was 
an exciting co-creation process 
between our two organizations.  

Curious? Check out the video here. 

In March 2018 Student Energy ran a “Shaping the Energy Transition” workshop at the 2018 
Leading Change conference in Vancouver, British Columbia. The workshop gave 120 Leading 
Change delegates a chance to do some intensive strategic planning and teamwork to move 
from ideas to action. The strategies and actions generated in this session contributed to 
NRCan’s recommendations to the G7 Summit in October 2018.

leading change

shell and sustainability’s powering progress together - san francisco

where we were:

In April Student Energy headed down to the Bay for the co-
hosted Shell and SustainAbility Powering Progress Together 
summit, where leaders in the transport, energy access, 
and sustainability  sectors discussed the just energy 
transition and the commitments big energy players are 
contributing to the Paris Agreement.  The event coincided 
with Shell’s Eco-Marathon series, this round hosted on 
the Sonoma Raceway, an international competition where 
teams of students build energy efficient cars - the longest 
mileage wins the Shell Eco-marathon Drivers’ World Championship Americas trophy and 
heads to Londont to compete against teams from Europe and Asia!



mit energy conference
In March Student Energy attended the MIT Energy Conference, the largest, student-led energy 
conference in the United States. The event connected students across Canada and the United 
States with key leaders from industry, government, and the scientific community. Topics 
covered at the conference included sessions on energy financing, smart grids, and blockchain 
technologies. 

sustainable energy for all forum

student energy chapters
Cultivating university-based clubs and 
societies around the world that teach students 
the skills they need to make an impact in the 
world of energy

In May Student Energy headed to Lisbon, Portugal for this 
year’s Sustainable Energy for All (SEforAll) Forum. The 
theme of this year’s forum was “leaving no one behind”, 
with a distinct focus on the gendered dimensions of 
energy access, sustainable energy finance, and heating 
and cooling. 

We were excited to bring our Chapter members from 
Mexico, Canada, and the UK to attend the Forum and 
dive deep into the challenges and opportunities in energy 
access and the just transition. 

meet chapters:
Chapters teach the soft skills young people need to match their academic or traditional knowledge, so they can shift from 
talking about ideas to generating tangible impact. The program runs on a youth empowerment model. This means young 
people decide what activities they want to take on and Student Energy supports them by teaching core skills in strategic 
planning, community engagement, sponsorship, communications, and recruitment, while connecting them to our global 
network.

Chapters by Country:

Canada: 10

Mexico: 2

Nigeria: 2

India: 2

Pakistan: 1

USA: 1

Palestine: 1

United Kingdom: 1

Australia: 1

Trinidad & tobago: 1

uganda: 1

Peru: 1



tec de monterrey

Why did you want to start a Student Energy Chapter?

“Our greatest asset is embracing diversity. We have five different [program] majors in our members, 
two countries and five different states from Mexico [represented]. We are focusing on creating a space 
where multiple disciplines can come together to learn and act on some of the crucial issues in the 
energy sector” 

“Here at Tec de Monterrey, there was no such group that could 
enable students to learn more about the energy sector with different 

perspectives, such as the policy, technology, social and economic 
aspects. After [the 2017 International Student Energy Summit] I was 

so motivated to see how Mexican students thrived in a worldwide 
event in topics so interesting and relevant in the energy sector that 

I knew I had to increase the movement bringing a Chapter to my 
University.” 

Location: Monterrey, Mexico
President: Natalia Pulido

university of guadalajara

    “We are a really big and 
committed group and pretty multidisciplinary, from Energy 
Engineering to Liberal Arts. We started our Chapter  because 
our land needs us, and we own the effort in the world. 

What is your goal as a Chapter at University of 
Guadalajara?

Presently the world is hardly working to create a really  
inclusive sustainable transition. Our core team is formed 
by twelve students and we are trying to really impact in our 
University and our poorest communities.” 

Location: Jalisco, Mexico
President: Jose Manuel Gonzalez Bañuelos

Fun fact: our Tec de Monterrey 
team are from five different 
states: Michoacán, Veracruz, 
Oaxaca, Nuevo León and Puebla

University of Petroleum and Energy Studies

“Energy, be it power, oil or gas, is the most important life support in today’s world. People need to 
be made aware of the advantages of using non-conventional energy technologies like solar, wind, 
promotion of electric vehicles for the overall betterment of the planet and what better way to start 
this other than with the younger generation i.e. students. 

Location:  Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India
President: Rudraksh Rana



Why did you want to start a Student Energy Chapter?

Studying our MBAs in Power Management, we are also better 
equipped to explain the present scenerio of the energy sector in 
India - challenges and changes required. Also by being a part of 
Student Energy, we are connected with students all over the world 
with a similar mindset. Thus Student Energy gives us a platform to 
provide a worldwide overview of the students at our University.” 

University of british columbia

“We wanted to start our chapter at UBC to help build a 
conversation around renewable energy. We thought there were 
many interesting organizations all tackling various parts of the 
energy puzzle, but there wasn’t a space where those people could 
come together and share ideas.

What are some of the initiatives your Chapter has been taking on?

This year our chapter, in collaboration with UBC 350 put on 
the Powering Our Future conference, where we discussed 
technology and policy around renewable energy in Canada. We focused the event around 
hosting a conversation around a just transition, towards cleaner energy, one that takes in to 
account environmental, social, and economic factors. 

Location:  Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
President: Akshiv and Isabelle

We would also like to welcome the following chapters to the Student Energy Family:

Student Energy Universidad de Ingeniería y Tecnología Peru
Student Energy at University of Manitoba 
Student Energy at Najah National University 
Student Energy at Ndejje University
Student Energy at the University of the West Indies
Student Energy at Shiv Nadar University
Student Energy at the US Pakistan Center for Advanced Studies in Energy
And the Research and Sustainability Network, from Mcgill Universty as a Partner Chapter!



sevengen: indigenous student energy summit 
january 2019

what’s next?

canada-wide chapters expansion
2018 - 2020
Our goal is to expand Chapters to every province and territory in Canada within the next three years. 
We know that a pan-Canadian network of young people taking action in their communities will 
produce tangible, positive change. Youth in Canada will be more engaged in climate solutions; be 
better collaborators across provincial boundaries; and they will be resilient, critical thinkers who 
can adapt to new circumstances, identify opportunities, and make change happen quickly.

At the International Student Energy Summit 2017 in Merida, Mexico, Indigenous Youth Summit Co-
Chairs Cory Beaver, President of the Student Energy at Mount Royal University Chapter and member 
of the Stoney Nakoda First Nation and Disa Crow Chief, Natural Resources Canada Generation 
Energy Youth Champion and member of the Siksika Nation, Blackfoot Confederacy first shared their 
vision for the Canada-wide Indigenous Student Energy Summit.

SEVENGEN: Powering Resilience will raise awareness of challenges and opportunities in Canada’s 
sustainable energy transition from the perspective of Indigenous youth. Our Mount Royal University 
Chapter, led by a group of First Nations students are leading the conversation and uniting 200 
youth across Canada. The Summit will engage youth in Indigenous-led energy solutions and provide 
mentorship, academic and career development opportunities for Indigenous and non-Indigenous youth.

leadership development framework
With our increase in capacity to support Chapters and our developmental evaluation work 
supported by the Calgary Foundation, we are developing a leadership framework that will allow us 
to streamline, standardize, and better assess the leadership development of our Chapters program 
and the impact the program has on members soft skill development and future career decisions. 

thank you
to our student energy 

chapters supporters 2018 



student energy
Energy literacy platform

135 countries.  

50+ volunteers. 

50,000 youth. 

52%
male

48%
female

our digital reach:
9%

8%

10%

20%

54%

americas

europe

oceania

africa

where is our 
network 

from?

gender breakdown:

What’s Next?
platform expansion: the energy transition
september 2018 - july 2019

Interested in our digital reach? 
Contact Helen at helen@studentenergy.org

1: r&D

3: integration

To date the Energy Systems Map has been highly 
successful reaching two million people annually with 
baseline energy knowledge. As the energy system 
evolves we want a tool that evolves with it. We will 
allow people to visualize the energy transition, ways 
it could happen, and their current regional energy mix. 

A key piece of this visualization will include built-in 
filters that influence the energy transition: policies, 
like carbon pricing; impacts, like climate change; 
technology, like energy efficiency, and social 
dimensions, like energy poverty.

Over six months we will hold student focus groups in our 
regional networks, work with energy experts, education 
technology consultants, and multi-sectoral partners who 
can support this content expansion to catalyze energy tran-
sition education and engagement.

At the 2019 International Student Energy Summit we will 
hold focus groups with delegates and Chapter members 
to determine how the platform can support “on-the-
ground” energy transition engagement. Specifically, we 
plan to build out a curriculum for our post-secondary 
level Student Energy Chapters to implement with their 
members and communities, to deepen the experiential 
learning component of the Energy Systems Map. 

2: launch



student energy summit
Largest conference in the world for students 
on energy, bringing together students from 
across the globe to cross-pollinate ideas 
and innovate with the world’s key energy leaders. 

The International Student Energy Summit is the largest global event for future leaders of the 
energy sector. Now in its 5th edition, it has united over 2,000 youth from 135+ countries.  The 
2019 Summit will unite 600 students from 100+ countries in London, in the most impactful 
and ambitious edition of the Summit to date. The theme of “breaking barriers” will bring 
together energy technology, markets and development to showcase how the global energy 
arena is responding to changing natural, economic and political climates, and what the 
future holds.

our growth

700

550

350

2009
Calgary, 
canada

2011
vancouver, 
canada

2013
trondheim, 
norway

2015
bali, 
indonesia

2017
merida, 
mexico

2019
London, 
UK

A highly-skilled team of students from London, Durham, Galway, Cork and Paris have 
been selected to organize the 2019 International Student Energy Summit in London, 
United Kingdom. Imperial College London will host the Summit, and as a world leader 
in research and innovation in a major international city Imperial College will be the prime 
location to catalyze global impact. 

Confirmed Partners

• RenewableUK
• Connect4Climate 
(A World Bank Initiative)
• Bloomberg New Energy Finance
• BP
• Impax Asset Management

Confirmed speakers

• Roz Savage, Author, Rower,  Environmental Advocate
• HRH Princess Abze Djigma, Founder and CEO Abze Solar
• Pratima Rangarajan, CEO Oil & Gas Climate Investments (OGCI)
• Bruce Jenkyn-Jones, Executive Director & Co-Head of Listed 
Equities Impax Asset Management
• David Addison, Manager of the Virgin Earth Challenge
• David Martin, Co-Founder Power Ledger
• Audrey Desiderato, Founder & CEO SunFunder
• Nithya Ramanathan, CEO & Co-Founder Nexleaf Analytics
• Peter Kanning, Global Head of Business Development HSBC



advisory board
As Student Energy’s growth accelerates globally, we are starting to build a global 
Advisory Board. The main purpose of the Student Energy Advisory Board is to 
provide high-level support of Student Energy’s mission and vision of empowering 
and engaging youth in the energy transition. Advisory Board members will consist 
of four to six influential energy leaders representing members of the private sector, 
International NGO and IGO communities, think-tanks, and academia.

global climate action summit - Climate careers commitment
Led by a coalition of Canadian youth-led organizations, the Climate Careers 
Commitment is a groundbreaking initiative that will gather the signatures of 10,000 
young people around the globe who pledge to integrate climate action in their 
professions. 

We are seeking commitments from current and future leaders from all sectors to 
support the Climate Careers Commitment.

connect with us at: 
Global climate Action Summit, San Fransico: 12th - 14th september
Climate week nyc: 25th - 29th september
global clean economy summit, Boston: 11th - 12th october
mars social finance forum, Toronto: 7th - 9th november
cop 24, katowice: december 3rd - 14th december

The Summit will be held from July 24th to 27th, 2019 at Imperial College London. 
Pre-registration is open, and full registration will open January 2019. 
For partnership and speaking opportunities contact helen@studentenergy.org.

Stay up-to-date on SES 2019 at studentenergysummit2019.com. 



Chapters

• Expand Chapters to every province and territory in 
Canada within the next three years, and launch chapter 
leadership program
• Secure founding partners for Global Chapters expansion, 
expected to launch Fall 2018
• Develop a leadership framework to streamline and assess 
the effectiveness of Chapter program skill-building

International Student Energy Summit 2019 

• Launch pre-registration for SES 2019
• Secure diverse range of partners and speakers to reflect 
the Summit theme: Breaking Barriers
• Most diverse summit to date with 120 countries 
represented and equal gender representation of delegates 
at SES 2019

Energy Literacy Platform
• Secure founding partners for Phase II of the Platform: 
Energy Transition Education
• Begin research and development phase of the ELP in Fall 
2018.

what’s next for student energy?

want in?

Student opportunities: Olivia@studentenergy.org
partnership opportunities: helen@studentenergy.org
media opportunities: meredith@studentenergy.org


